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Spear Points 

I N the Silent Worker for. January 
I came across one gem. I call it 
a gem because on reading it, it pro¬ 
duced on me the impression that one 
might experience on suddenly coming 
into possession of some rare and preci- 
out stone. This is it, and it is from 
the pen of Rev. J. H. Cloud: 

“There should be a return of the 
good old days when masters of the 
sign-language instructed others in the 
language, instead of leaving it to be 
acquired haphazardly, sometimes from 
the worst of models, or not at all.” 

And I think I have seen the same 
sentiment expressed once in the Jour¬ 
nal by Mr. Erickhoff, though I do not 
now recall his exact words. However, 
the idea is never followed up and 
pushed to the front. We do not now 
talk about “instructing” anyone in the 
sign-language. Instead, it seems to be 
the common boast of the deaf-—as if 
it were an indication of progress— 
that pupils are not taught the lan¬ 
guage, but pick it up. Little wonder 
that the sign language is forbidden 
in the schools when our own people 
no longer stand up and defend it, but 
treat it as a side issue to be “picked 
up.” And why, pray, should it not 
be taught? Is it not the one thing we 
are contending for? Do we not insist 
that it is necessary in the education 
of the deaf? And if we are right, 
if this language is a great and pow¬ 
erful instrument in the education and 
training of the deaf, and an absolute 
necessity to their well being and hap¬ 
piness in after life are we consistent 
when we dodge and side-step and 
apologize for it? If it is a good thing 
let it be taught and used. 

Rev. Cloud’s statement goes to the 
very root and foundation. Return to 
the “good old days” and there will be 
joy among the deaf. But how are you 
going to return? Amid all the stuff 
that fills the deaf press there is never 
once a practical suggestion for get¬ 
ting back to the “good old days.” It 
is just one long howl about the “oral” 
method. The truth seems to be the 
deaf do not know what they want— 
cannot and never have defined clearly 
what they want or pointed out a prac¬ 
tical way of getting it. Until they 
define and specify clearly their de¬ 
mands and adopt a more practical and 
effective line of action than in the 
past, I fear the “good old days” will 
never again be realized. 

* * * * 

The “combined system”—what is it? 
Can anyone define it? And yet our 
people keep up a constant “holler” 
about it. The N. A. D. meets in con¬ 
vention and passes resolutions up¬ 
holding the “combined system,” but 
if they were asked to define just what 
they mean by the term, and just what 
demands they make in the name of the 
“combined system,” could they agree?; 
Are there any two who can agree on; 
specifications as to what constitutes! 
the “combined system?” Doubtless it 
will be said it means all methods. 
Piffle! One might as well say it 


means corned beef hash for breakfast. 

I believe the term was first used by 
Dr. Gallaudet and next to the Votta 
Bureau it has done more to promote 
oralism than anything I know of. It 
is a convenient ask to hide behind 
and I think the N. A. D. dare not rip 
the mask off and take a look at the 
thing it conceals. 

President Howard appoints all sorts 
of committees. Why not appoint one 
to do a real service—to define and 
specify what the deaf mean by “com¬ 
bined system,” what their demands 
are under it and name the schools 
that live up to those requirements. 

I or example, to revert to Rev. Cloud’s 
statement quoted above, is that a part 
of the “combined system” doctrine? 
Will the N. A. D. incorporate that as 
one of its principles? What school 
today lives up to that doctrine, or even 
pretends to? And yet Rev. Cloud is 
right. He hit the nail. He struck 
straight home without knowing it or 
realizing it. The deaf are fighting in 
a blind foolish fashion. They know 
something is wrong. They cannot or 
dare not define it clearly. They do 
not or cannot specify clearly what 
they want. They rant about the oral 
method, for there they think they see 
the root of the trouble. They “holler” 
for the “combined system,” yet no one 
knows, themselves least of all, what 
they mean by the term. Meantime 
those who uphold the oral method, 
know what they want, go after it in a 
practical way and get it. 

* * * * 

I OFTEN wonder why the leading 
deaf men in other states do not 
pay more attention to the members 
of the board of directors of their re¬ 
spective schools for the deaf. Why do 
they not meet them, get acquainted 
and talk to them about the deaf and 
their education? In most cases the 
members of the board know practical¬ 
ly nothing of the details of the work. 
There is no reason why our people 
should not meet them and talk to 
them as citizens and taxpayers, and 
tell them the truth about the deaf. 
One good man on the board who be¬ 
lieves in the deaf and who is con-1 
vinced of the value of the sign-lan¬ 
guage can do more to maintain it than 
anything else I know of. Here in 
Minnesota the work of preserving it 
in the school has been done through 
two or three good, faithful men on 
the board. 

In Nebraska, for example, there is 
Mr. Bangs. Why should not the deaf 
of that state insist on his appointment 
to the board? He supports the sign- 
language. He has been a teacher and 
a superintendent. Would not the 
knowledge and experience of such a 
man be of tremendous help to the deaf 
if he were appointed to the board? 
We talk about experienced men for 
superintendents. Why not at least 
one experienced man on the board? 
And in Missouri there is Mr. Walker. 
In Iowa there is Dr. Swiler. Are they 
not good men to appoint to the board? 

A. R. SPEAR. 

February 10th. 


FALSE PRIDE IN THE DEAF. 

A Tacoma friend sends us a clip¬ 
ping from the October, 1913, Woman’s 
Home Companion, from which the 
following is quoted. The writer signs 
only her initials, and it would be in¬ 
teresting to know whether she is a 
graduate of a school for deaf or not: 

“Deaf people are sensitive. I should 
know, for I am deaf myself, but I use 
an electrical instrument which helps 
me a great deal, and I do not keep 
away from a crowd because of what 
I cannot hear. No, I go in for a little 
fun anyway, not permitting myself 
to become despondent nor to give way 
to a feeling of “false pride.” Often 
I misunderstand some speech. I know 
that what I heard is not what the 
speaker really said, and that my ver¬ 
sion is ludicrous. So what do I do? 

I simply pass the joke along. “Did 

you say - etc.?” repeating the 

sentence as I heard it. It makes a 
laugh. I laugh heartily myself, and 
there’s an end to the “blues.” And, 
to make up for what I miss in the 
crowd, there are so many things that 
I can enjoy alone. I take an interest 
in natural history. I study plants, 
animals, and human nature. 

“Perhaps if we could reason out the 
cause of our sensitiveness, we deaf 
people could overcome it. We are 
so often hurt because we do not un¬ 
derstand and give others no chance 
to explain. I have learned not to trust 
too much to my own powers of ob¬ 
servation. It is easy to imagine that 
an impatient look, caused by some 
noise you cannot hear, is meant for 
you. This suspicious mood is very 
common with deaf people. It was on¬ 
ly by a painful and quite unnecessary 
misunderstanding of the motives of a 
dear friend that I was taught the 
absurdity of such suspicions. 

“There is an especial way in which 
we deaf people may be kind to oth¬ 
ers. Very often our friends talk to 
us, taking great pains to make us 
hear. But we don’t encourage them, 
because we think they are doing it 
merely out of pity for us. I’m sure 
this is a mistake. I say, let them 
talk to us, encourage them, show 
them our gratitude. Don’t we find 
pleasure in doing kindnesses? Why 
not give others the pleasure of being 
kind to us? That is a trade in kind¬ 
ness. 

“We are often timid, and feel that 
we are not a part of the world we 
live in. But it is easy to find a need 
for our ^existence if we keep our 
eyes open. We can still do things 
cheerfully for others, and whenever 
we feel that we don’t understand the 
lives of those about us sufficiently to 
make ourselves interesting, we can 
be sure that that is just because we 
have been shut in too much with our 
inner selves. It is our own fault if 
we do not understand other people. 

“If you don’t know human nature, 
why not study it as I do? Take the 
Companion people for friends, as I 
have done. You will gain in confi¬ 
dence, in breadth of mind, in good 
cheer, in the knowledge of things 
deaf people can never get direct from 
life. Wlhy, you can even ‘hear* ser¬ 
mons from our best men in this way.” 
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" SPEAR POINTS” 


In several. recent issues of The Ob¬ 
server Mr. A. R. Spear has had some¬ 
thing to say and he has said it in his 
own way. He has said some things 
calculated to do good for the deaf as 
a whole, and he has also said some 
things that have had the.tendency to 
ruffle the feelings of many who have 
read his articles. Mr. Spear has a facile 
command of the English language and 
he is a deep thinker. He is not afraid 
to say what he thinks; he makes his 
statements strong, and often too 
strong for the occasion. He realizes 
fully that there are many things the 
deaf lack or fail to make an effort to 
secure. He has his ideas as to how 
one should go about securing what is 
wanted, and more often than not these 
ideas are diametrically opposed to the 
ideas of others who are striving for 
the same end. 

Mr. Spear’s tendencies are pessimis¬ 
tic and at times he allows this feeling 
to gain the upper hand, with the re¬ 
sult that his writings become too 
vitriolic. His efforts are for the good 
of the deaf as a whole, but the writer 
wishes to remind him that there are 
two ways of going after what is de-' 
sired. Because Mr. Spear happens to 
he “at outs’’ with some of the officers 
of the National association of the deaf, 
as well as with some of its committee 
chairmen, and because he does not 
personally favor some of the mo’fres 
made by President Howard and others 
interested in the work of the National 
association, is no reason why he 
should castigate President Howard in 
the way he does. We doubt not that 
he is sincere in his desire to uplift 
the deaf, but pulling down is not up¬ 
lifting. There are other and better 
ways to attain the end sought. 

The man with a suave, persuasive 
and conciliatory manner is the man 
who accomplishes the most, and at the 
same time he makes friends instead 
of enemies. He may disagree with 
every one else as to what should be 
done and as to the methods to pursue 
in attaining the end sought, but if he 
goes about it in the right manner and 
does not arouse the enmity and op¬ 
position of- bis hearers, he will soon 


win them over to his way of thinking 
and acting, should he so desire. 
Human nature is the same the world 
over, and the deaf are no exception. 
Stroke their fur the wrong way- and 
they show their claws. Take them 
into your confidence and show them 
just what you think should be done, 
without arousing their resentment, 
and you have them with you. 

There are many things the National 
association can and should do, but" 
the president cannot do all in one 
day. Mr. Howard is working hard 
and scarcely a day passes but what he 
has a new committee to take care of 
some particular work. Perhaps he has 
too many committees, but this is not 
the time to bother about that. The 
more workers there are the more that 
can be accomplished. Mr. Howard 
has selected good men and women for 
his committees, and when the time 
comes to sum up the amount of work 
done his administration will show the 
greatest results of any in the past. 
Mr. Howard is ready to listen to sug¬ 
gestions, but he, like every one else, 
resents any attempt to pull down what 
he is trying to build up. He has his 
own way of doing things. 

The editor of The Observer has the 
greatest respect for Mr. Spear and his 
abilities; he knows Mr. Spear inti¬ 
mately and knows that in his head he 
has machinery constantly at work try¬ 
ing to solve vexing problems that af¬ 
fect the welfare of the deaf. We sub¬ 
mit that there is no better time than 
the present for Mr. Spear to use his 
great ability in helping the National 
association do good work. His sug¬ 
gestions will receive consideration 
when made in a calm, dispassionate 
manner, and what can be utilized will 
be used in furthering the work of the 
association. Mr. Spear has complain¬ 
ed that the powers that be have not 
done this or that, but he has failed 
j to say how these things should be 
done. 


EDUCATOR'S OPINION OF SIGNS. [ 

Dr. W. J. S. Bryan, assistant super¬ 
intendent of public schools in St. 
Louis, in an address before the Mis¬ 
souri Association of the Deaf, in Au¬ 
gust, 1913, said in part: 

“I well remember the first time I 
addressed a convention of the deaf. 
It was in the auditorium of “the Cen¬ 
tral High School. It was during the 
Louisiana Exposition and World’s 
Fair. 

“I confess I was surprised when 
asked to address a gathering of peo¬ 
ple unable to hear what I might have 
to say. I did not know how it would 
be possible for me to make myself 
understood. Now I know how it is 
possible for my audience to under¬ 
stand through an interpreter using 
the sign langauge just as well and 
just as readily as if my words were 
audible to each one present. The sign 
language is wonderfully effective. Its 
value to the deaf is inestimable. I 
have seen enough of its use among 
the deaf, both of school age and be¬ 
yond the school age, to make me ap¬ 
preciate its great value to them, 
Nothing can take its place with the 
deaf, and it would be an excellent 
means of communication between the 
hearing. 

“I have visited schools in which the 
sign language is entirely excluded 
from the means of instruction. I am 
of the opinion that it§ exclusion is 
very detrimental both to the mental 


development and to the happiness of 
the pupils. It inflicts an unnecessary 
hardship upon the deaf. In teaching 
them, every available means of com¬ 
munication should be utilized; speech, 
lip-reading, manual spelling, the sign 
language, writing, all should be 
brought into requisition. But for giv¬ 
ing the deaf fuller, clearer and freer 
understanding of an idea, whether 
written or spoken, no means surpass¬ 
es the sign language.” 

The full text of Dr.’ Bryan’s ad¬ 
dress is printed in the Silent Worker 
for February, 1914, page 82. 


AS ARTIE SEES IT. 

Past President Olof Hanson mount¬ 
ed the platform amidst a hearty wel¬ 
come and applause that fairly shook 
the big hotel. One could not mistake 
him for anyone else. There is only 
one Olof Hanson. Before the con¬ 
vention he was the target of jeers and 
roastings, yet when he faced the aud¬ 
ience there was not a mother’s son 
with enough courage to rise and de¬ 
nounce his strenuous work during his 
term. Seattle is a way off to the 
west, and Mr. Hanson is a very busy 
man at all times, yet business and 
distance were not enough to keep 
him away from the greatest conven¬ 
tion. His coming made it even great¬ 
er. We read and learned so much 
c/oncerning him that we long before 
drew our own picture of him, but 
when we saw him on the platform 
our sketch faded. It was too ama¬ 
teurish! A great man with a great 
big heart, a warm friend to everyone, 
a lover of beauty, purity and sincerity. 
A stern disciplines judge find execu¬ 
tive—that is Olof Hanson.—Artie, in 
Ohio Chronicle. 


PORTLAND, OREGON. 

Miss Mabel Burnett, of Tacoma. 
Washington, was visiting in Portland 
last week. 

Roy Hawley of San Francisco, 
who visited in Portland for a few 
days, returned to the California city 
three weeks ago. 

It is reported that Fred Henrizi 
died in Pendleton, Oregon, in Decem¬ 
ber last. No details are available. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kreidt moved 
to their farm at Oregon City last 
month. 

Miss Ethel Hardy was planning to 
go to Silverton, Oregon, this week 
where she expected to visit her class¬ 
mate for a month. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Lines, for¬ 
merly of Portland, are now in Kan¬ 
sas City, Missouri, where they may 
locate for a while. 

A few friends were invited to a 
surprise party in honor of John A. 
Fisher’s birthday on January thirty- 
first. 

A double birthday party was given 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bud 
Hastings on Saturday, January 24th. 
The game of “500” was played and 
they reported having had a good time. 

Mrs. Henry Nelson (nee Miss Bond) 
is having a visit from her father and 
sister, from Alberta, Canada. 

A masquerade party is to be given 
by the Portland Frats on Saturday 
evening, February 21st. Prizes will 
be awarded, and admission will be 
charged. 

Miss Anna Schultz, of the Salem 
school, was called to her home in 
Portland to see her aunt from Can¬ 
ada twb Weeks ago. 
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Anniversary Banquet, Puget Sound Association of the Deaf 


The banquet given by the Puget 
ound Association of the Deaf last 
Saturday night at the Hotel Washing¬ 
ton Annex, Seattle, was the most en¬ 
joyable affair it has been the good 
fortune of the local deaf to have in 
many months. The banquet was a 
success in every way and the attend¬ 
ance far exceeded the most sanguine 
expectations of those having the af¬ 
fair in charge. The committee looked 
after every detail to the best of their 
ability and "each member was gratified 
at the result. 

Guests began arriving at the hotel 
as early as seven o’clock and by eight 
the doors to the spacious dining room 
of the Annex were thrown open, re¬ 
vealing two long tables set in the 
form of a T. The decorations w^ere 
elaborate and the^room was brilliant 
with innumerable electric lights and 
candelabra on the tables. Mr. and 
Mrs. P. L. Axling led the procession 
into the dining room at eight and 
each guest was shown to a seat. A 
count showed sixty-nine present, seat¬ 
ed as indicated in the diagram print- 


Secretary’s Troubles,” L. 0. Christen-' 
son; “The Ex-Presidents,” True Part¬ 
ridge; “Puget Sound and Other 
Sounds,” W. S. Root; “The Orb of Cir¬ 
cumferences,” Mrs. Eva Seeley; “Los¬ 
ing and Regaining the Presidency,” J. 
E. Gustin; “Entertainment Commit¬ 
tees,” C. K. McConnell; “The Deaf from 
Abroad,” J. C. Bertram; “The Frats,” 
Ernest Wangren; “The First Impos¬ 
ter,” A. W. Wright; “The Searchlight 
of Publicity,” Olof Hanson; “Seeing 
the World,” E. H. Whitehead; “The 
Sign Language,” Mrs. Olof,Hanson. 

The speakers consumed two full 
hours and the splendid responses made 
to the toasts were a surprise to those 
among the crowd who had attended 
many banquets in the past. Indeed, it 
was generally agreed by those who 
had been at the Colorado Springs con¬ 
vention banquet in 1910 that the Puget 
Sound banquet equaled the former in 
■"very way, and some insisted it ex¬ 
ceeded the Colorado Springs affair. 
Of course no slight is intended for the 
latter; it was a fine affair, but we pre¬ 
fer to think ours was finer. 

EAST 


on the 14th. The reason was the ban¬ 
quet on the 21st. 

Miss Mabel Scanlan and C. Harold 
Linde came down from Everett Sun¬ 
day and spent the day with Mr. and 
Mrs. 0. Hanson. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Lorenz, from 
Tacoma, after sleeping off the effects 
of the banquet, went to the Wright 
home and spent the day there. 

Mrs. A. C. Cummins has been spend¬ 
ing some ten days in Seattle, visiting 
, ith the family of A. W. Wright. Mrs. 
Cummins’ home is in Ellensburg. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. K. McConnell, of 
Bremerton,-took d.nner at the Axling 
home the day after the banquet. Mrs. 
McConnell has been visiting in Seattle 
all the week. 

Mrs. J. C. Bertram and Mrs. Eva 
Seeley, from Tacoma, were guests at 
the Hanson home last Sunday. They 
were among the enthusiastic banquet¬ 
ers from Tacoma. 

Mrs. A. W. Wright is entertaining 
a number of ladies at her home at an 
afternoon luncheon today, in honor 
of her guest, Mrs. A. C. Cummins. The 
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ed on this page. Each plate had a 
printed menu beside it, consisting of 
a brown folder of four pages with a 
pink folder inside on which was print¬ 
ed the following menu and the toasts 
and speakers, as well as the names of 
the committee members, and officers 
of the first administration and the 
present: 


puoramujj oppCaj^ 
eouajAvuq 
ppiBg sino^ 

uos^uh ‘sum 

janumf) -y -skqo 


Hearts of Celery 

Ripe Olives Radishes 

Strained Chicken Gumbo en Tasse 


suiuiuino -y ‘sapj; 

suraoqx u 10f 


Fillet of Puget Sound Salmon Trout 
au Meuniere 


puouiurBH ’0 ‘saj\[ 


Parisienne Potatoes 


paoramujj ’suqo 


Mrs. J C Bertram 
Maurice Miller 
Miss L. Waugh 
A. K. Waugh 
Mrs. A K Waugh 
Roy E. Harris 
Miss G. Ziegler 
Claude Ziegler 
Mrs. A. M. Wade 


latter leaves for her home in Ellens¬ 
burg tomorrow night. 

C. K. McConnell has arranged to 
rent a small chicken ranch on Hood’s 
Canal, a few miles north of Bremer¬ 
ton. He will have Joe Williams stay 
on the place and look after it. 

The banquet given by the Puget 
Sound Association Saturday night 
brought a large number of out of town 
guests, including eleven from Tacoma, 
seven from Bremerton, one each from 
Bellingham, Ellensburg and Mount 
Vernon, two from Dunlap, four from 
Ballard, and two from Vancouver, B. 
C. 


Roast Yakima Turkey, Cranberry Sauce 
Brown Sweet Potatoes 
Irish Potatoes Green Peas 

Lettuce Salad en Mayonnaise 
Vanilla Ice Cream 
Assorted Cake 

Coffee Milk 

The last of the courses was dis¬ 
posed of along toward ten o’clock, and 
Toastmaster Axling announced the 
giving of the toasts was in order. 
Following is a brief outline of the 
toasts and the names of those respond¬ 
ing: 

“Your Flag and My Flag,” a pa¬ 
triotic song, Miss Myrtle Hammond; 
“Our Friend and Benefactor, Gal- 
laudet,” DeWitt Tousley; “The First 


uopSuuq -fj punuipg^ 

Every one present enjoyed the affair 
to the fullest extent, and it was with 
reluctance that the guests took their 
leave. Those having the affair in 
charge were importuned to see that 
a similar banquet was given annually 
hereafter. 


SEATTLE LOCALS 

The Frats hold their next meeting 
on March 7, in 317 'Pacific building, 
the office of Pacific Builder & En¬ 
gineer. 

There will be no social by the 
Puget Sound association Saturday 
evening, the 28th, this decision having 
been arrived at during the meeting 


Hume Augustus, son of J. A. West’s 
partner in the Yukon, and Cyrus West, 
brother of J. A., departed last week 
for Dawson, to join West and Au¬ 
gustus. Hume has been employed for 
several months past at the Melbourne 
theatre as head usher, and the man¬ 
agement felt disappointed when he 
concluded to leave and go north. 

E. H. Whitehead, of Vancouver, B. 
C., arrived in Seattle Thursday of 
last week on his return from a tour 
around the world. He started from 
this port on September 9, going to 
Japan, China, Singapore, through the 
Suez Canal and the Mediterranean Sea 
to Marseilles, then Paris and London. 
At the latter place he visited his old 
home for several weeks, leaving Janu¬ 
ary 28 on the steamer St. Paul for 
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New York. From there he took in 
Philadelphia and Chicago, coming di¬ 
rect from the latter to Seattle. In New 
York he visited with the family of 
an uncle whom he had not seen for 
twenty-live years. He had many in¬ 
cidents to tell of, and has promised 
to write another installment of his 
trip for The Observer. He remained 
in Seattle until Monday evening, leav¬ 
ing then for Vancouver to resume his 
duties in the postoffice. 

The February meeting of the Puget 
Sound association of the deaf took 
place January 14th, the principal 
business before it being the election 
of new officers for 1914. The election 
was a spirited and exciting affair, and 
resulted in the following slate: Presi¬ 
dent, A. W. Wright; vice-president, 
L. O. Christenson; secretary, A. W. 
Waugh; treasurer, J. E. Gustin (re¬ 
elected); sergeant, Mrs. E. Swangren; 
directors, P. L. Axling and True Part¬ 
ridge; trustee, - Olof Hanson. The 

reading of the roll of members show¬ 
ed fifty-six names, and the treasurer’s 
report indicated the association is in 
excellent financial condition. The 

trustees reported that the municipal i 
bond purchased sometime ago for $100 : 
had been called in, and the association 
authorized them to invest the $100 
and another $100 from the general 
fund in some other good securities. 


SPOKANE LOCAL NOTES. 

The Spokane association of the deaf 
will meet in regular session at E. 2207 
Glass Avenue, March 7, 1914, at 7:30 
p. m. 

J. B. Bixler talks some of going on 
the road again soon. Oregon seems to 
be his destinatioh. If he cannot find a 
suitable locat.on there he may go on 
to California. 

Cortland Greenwald is laid up with 
rheumatism in the shoulder these 
days. 

So many reports are afloat concern¬ 
ing the Slightam accident, some few j 
days back that it is hard to say what 
actually happened, therefore we re¬ 
frain from reporting and will let Mr. 
Slightam do his own talking. 

Miss Amelia Bergerson is so ill she 
is unable to leave her home. For this | 
reason she was not in attendance at 
the masquerade. 

The masquerade party was a grand 
affair. Prizes were won by Mrs. A. B. \ 
Borney as “Queen of Morning,’’ and \ 
Mrs. Belle Bergh as “Devils Cat- j 
Head,” Cortland Greenwald as “Clown 
of the Circus,” and Mrs. J. P. Frisby j 
as “Farmers Son.” Miss Amy Bergh j 
won the children’s prize. J. P. Frisby 
“Jeff”; ^rank Masopust. “Dunce”; J. 
was “Mutt”; and Clyde Patterson, 
B. Bixler, “Weary Willie”; N. J. Bar- 
ney< “Lost His Looking Glass”; Wil¬ 
liam Charles, “Texas Cowboy”; Mrs. 
Charles, “Grandma”; Mr. Cavanaugh, 
“Butt In”; Mrs. Banister, “Catholic 
Nun”; Mrs. Henrich, “Belle of Bing- 
ville”; Mr. Henrich, “Hayseed”; Miss 
Doan, “Tomboy.” After the unmask¬ 
ing, J. B. Bixler got busy with his 
camera, then all changed their clothes. 
Games and other sports were indulged 
in till midnight, when a bountiful 
spread was prepared by our hostess. 
After this more games, stories and 
comical acts were performed along i 
towards morning. The sleepy imp got 
the best of most of them and when the 
first car came along we all scattered 
for home, vowing Mrs. Bergh a capital 
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entertainer. Though the crowd was 
small, everybody had a good time and 
everything went along smoothly. A 
vote of thanks is due Mr. Bixler, chair¬ 
man of the affair, for the successful 
way in which everything was run. 


A dispatch from Kansas City, Mo., 
contains the following bit of informa¬ 
tion: Mrs. Mary Lanter has obtained 
damages of $500 in her suit against a 
street railway company here. Mrs. 
Lanter is a deaf mute. She contend¬ 
ed that injuries to her arms impeded 
her in her efforts at transmitting 
words in the sign language. 


THE DE L’EPEE FUND. 

Editor The Observer:—In your able 
editorial of February 12 you maintain, 
in effect, that the most important fund 
being raised under N. A. D. auspices 
is the Endowment fund, that the ener¬ 
gies of the members should be concen¬ 
trated upon the early completion of 
that fund, and that other funds—the 
De l’Epee statue fund for instance— 
should wait until the Endowment com¬ 
mittee had practically completed its 
work. 

There is no question but that a sub¬ 
stantial endowment fund is the one 
thing above all others which the N. 
A. D. needs at this time. That the 
practical completion of the Endow¬ 
ment fund would be hastened by the 
concentration upon it of all the ener¬ 
gies of the N. A. D. there can be no 
doubt. That the simultaneous raising 
of other funds under N. A. D. auspices, 
as the De l’Epee statue fund, tends to 
divert interest, energy and money 
from the Endowment fund is more ap¬ 
parent than real. 

A single fund is likely to sooner 
exhaust one’s giving interest than 
one’s giving ability Effective boost¬ 
ing of a particular fund is better ac¬ 
complished by enlarging upon its in¬ 
trinsic merits than by claiming that it j 
should be given the preference and 
take precedence over any other fund 
'Gdv authorized by the same organiza¬ 
tion. 

The De l’Epee statue project was 
unanimously endorsed by the Cleve¬ 
land convention of the N. A. D. It 
struck a responsive chord throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. 
It is a means of creating a greater in¬ 
terest in the N. A. D. in places where 
little or no interest previously existed. 
It is a means of bringing new mem¬ 
bers into the N. A. ID 1 ., who otherwise 
could hardly be induced to join. It is 
a means of greatly extending a know¬ 
ledge of the existence and aims of the 
N. A. D. among the hearing public. It 
is a direct and indirect benefit to the 
N. A. D in many ways. The De l’Epee 
memorial statue committee has reason 
to expect, and certainly will appreci¬ 
ate the hearty co-operation of The 
Observer and its numerous subscrib¬ 
ers in the work imposed upon it by 
the fr. A. D. ■ 

JAS. H. CLOUD, 

Chairman De l’Epee Memorial Statue 

Committee. 

St. Louis, February 23, 1914. 
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PUGET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenu- just north of Pine Street. 
Officers: 

President—Albert W. Wright 
Vice-President—L. O. Christenson 
Secretary, Alfred K. Waugh 
Treasurer, John E. Gustin. 
Serg.-at-Arms, Mrs. E. Swangren 


Bible Class for the deaf mrets 

on the third Sunday of each month at 3 
p. m. in Trinity Parish Church, rorner 
Eighth Ave. & James St. All welcome, 
Olof kianson. Lay-reader, in charge 


Mrs. Webster, who is the head of 
the school for the deaf and blind in 
Manila, arrived in San Francisco 
recently bringing with her one of her 
brightest pupils whom she entered as 
a pupil in the California school. Mrs. 
Webber expects to remain in this 
country for about six months. 

Mr. Theophilus d’Estrella, the first 
pupil of the California school and 
since his graduation a teacher there, 
was honored by 150 deaf and hearing 
friends of his. in San Francisco and 
Berkeley on his 64th birthday, the 7th 
inst. He was given a handsome ham¬ 
mered silver loving-cup. Mr. d’Estrel- 
i has become devoted to his numer¬ 
ous friends by his loving and oblig¬ 
ing disposition, always ready to enter¬ 
tain or help them in any way. He 
has traveled considerably, and his ex¬ 
periences, observations- and photo¬ 
graphs have ever been at the disposal 
of his friends. He has coached several 
hearing men in the intricacies of the 
sign language. He has been for years 
a contributor to the California News, 
the school paper.—Ohio Chronicle. 




